
                                                            

 

Changing the Narrative 

Improving public safety and quality of life for Brownsville Residents  

 

 
Brownsville Houses 

A. Background 

Brownsville has the largest concentration of public housing in the nation. Within Brownsville’s             
1.2 square miles, there are 18 NYCHA public housing developments. The Brownsville Houses             
are located in the heart of Brownsville and consist of 27 buildings, each standing six or seven                 
stories tall. Brownsville Houses is home to approximately 3,291 residents living in 1,338             
apartments. Children and youth account for over a third of residents with 29% of residents under                
the age of 18 and 15% of residents are between the ages 18-24. About 29% of residents have a                   
household income under $10,000. Approximately, 74% percent of residents are Black/African           
American and 21% are Hispanic/Latino. In summary, Brownsville residents, many of whom are             
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